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back with their family. That purpose
and meaning come from a job, so often.

So it was an opportunity to talk
about the need for us to develop the
workforce to meet the needs of our
communities and the opportunity to
talk about the need for the JOBS Act.
I am really pleased that the JOBS Act
is in the President’s budget this year. I
thank President Trump and his admin-
istration for including that. It makes
all the sense in the world. The higher
education bill will be reauthorized this
year, we all hope. That is certainly the
plan. If that happens, it is the perfect
place for having the JOBS Act in-
cluded.

Senator KAINE of Virginia and I are
the coauthors of this legislation. We
are hopeful that our colleagues on both
sides of the aisle will join us in this
legislation and help us to get it in the
Higher Education Act. I know that it is
a priority of many members of that
committee, and Chairman ALEXANDER,
in particular, has a passion for ensur-
ing that we have the training we need
out there to get people the jobs to let
them achieve their dreams in life.

Passing the JOBS Act will give us an
opportunity to help so many Ameri-
cans have better opportunities, and,
just as importantly, it would enable us
to help our economy right now because
the biggest concern I hear is no longer
the taxes. People love the tax cuts and
tax reform, and they love the regu-
latory relief, but they are looking for
skilled workers. This is an oppor-
tunity. Let’s seize it. Let’s keep grow-
ing our economy and help Americans
fulfill their God-given potential.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Nebraska.

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES
SPECIALIST BLAKE KELLY

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I rise
today to continue my tribute to Ne-
braska heroes—the men and women
who have given their lives defending
our freedom in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Each of these Nebraskans has a power-
ful story to tell.

Today I will reflect upon the life of
Nebraska Army National Guard SPC
Blake Kelly. Blake was a typical
smalltown Nebraska boy. Born and
raised in Shelby, NE, which has a popu-
lation of just over 700, Blake lived next
to the city park. His parents, Randy
and Patty, have lived in the same
house for 44 years.

Blake’s early life was filled with
football, track, lifeguarding at the
local swimming pool in the summer,
band major duties, and playing the
drums. In fact, he met his future wife,
Christina, at band practice in 1997. He
loved to play the drums, and the neigh-
borhood, well, always knew when he
was practicing.

When he was old enough to cruise
around Shelby, his dad, Randy, bought
him a 1976 Dodge Charger. Every
smalltown Nebraska boy needs a car.
Blake knew everyone around town and
everyone knew him. He was always
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happy and eager to help someone solve
a problem.

In high school, one of his teachers en-
couraged him to join the National
Guard. For Blake, this was an oppor-
tunity to spread his wings and go to
college using the Guard’s tuition as-
sistance program.

In 2000, between his junior and senior
years in high school, he went through
Army basic training at Fort Jackson,
SC. Before graduation in 2001, he asked
Christina to marry him. After becom-
ing engaged and graduating from high
school, Blake attended advanced train-
ing at Fort Knox, in Kentucky, that in-
cluded Ranger training. He returned
home in September 2001 just as life in
the United States was changing forever
following the 9/11 terrorist attacks.

Shortly after, Blake enrolled at
Southeast Community College in Bea-
trice to study animal science. There he
became interested in rodeo and joined
the school’s rodeo team. The year 2002
was a busy one for Blake, filled with
school, National Guard training with
the 1st Squadron, 167th Cavalry, known
as the Cav, and wedding planning. He
and Christina tied the knot on Sep-
tember 7, 2002, just as the Cav was pre-
paring to deploy to Bosnia.

At that time, early Active-Duty
Army resources were devoted to fight-
ing in Afghanistan and Iraq, but the
United States still had significant
commitments to peacekeeping oper-
ations in the Balkans. The Cav’s mis-
sion was an ideal one for the National
Guard and a critical element in our na-
tional security.

The Cav arrived in Bosnia in January
2003, and just before Blake left Ne-
braska with the unit, Christina learned
that she was pregnant. In Bosnia,
Blake delved into the mission at hand.
He was always ready and eager to
serve, and he connected well with the
local population. Unit chaplains needed
help, and so he embraced his Catholic
faith even more deeply by becoming a
Eucharistic minister and actively sup-
porting chapel programs.

On July 29, 2003, Blake was Kkilled in
an accident involving his convoy and a
local vehicle. The loss of Blake was the
first casualty of a deployed Nebraska
Army National Guard member in over
a decade. His community and the en-
tire State were shocked.

He was buried at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church in rural Nebraska on August 6,
2003. The entire town turned out for the
funeral, as did freedom riders from
throughout Nebraska. Blake’s son
Simon was born in September 2003, the
month the Cav returned home from
their deployment.

Today, Simon is a freshman in high
school, and Christina maintains a tight
relationship with Blake’s family.
Randy and Patty, his parents, still live
in the same house in Shelby.

In 2014, the town of Shelby dedicated
a veterans’ memorial, and Blake’s fam-
ily played a prominent role in the dedi-
cation ceremony. Blake’s spirit lives
on, and he is remembered in so many
ways.
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SPC Blake Kelly embodied the pride
of his small town and his State. He
served his country with distinction,
and he loved his family. I am honored
to tell his story.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

YEMEN

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I
rise today to speak about a true hu-
manitarian crisis. This is a crisis that
is close to my heart, and that is be-
cause it is close to the hearts of so
many wonderful people in the State of
Michigan.

Michigan is home to a large and wel-
coming Yemeni American commu-
nity—one of the Nation’s largest—and
we are so proud and happy that they
are part of our community. Right now
these Michigan residents are horrified
to watch what is happening to a coun-
try where many of them have family
members and friends.

More than 4 years ago, war broke out
in Yemen. Imagine 4 years of going to
bed every night, wondering if this will
be the night that a bomb or rocket will
hit your home and destroy everything
you have, including your family; 4
years of being unable to send your chil-
dren to school because it is simply not
safe for them to be outside; 4 years of
deadly disease outbreaks with little ac-
cess to medical care or even safe drink-
ing water; perhaps worst of all, 4 years
of sending your children to bed hungry
every night because there is simply not
enough food.

It is bad enough to think about being
a parent under those circumstances.
Imagine what it is like to be a child.
You are 4 years old. You don’t under-
stand what is going on. You just know
that you can’t go outside, you can’t
sleep at night, and you are hungry all
the time. There are 4-year-olds in
Yemen today who have never lived in a
country that wasn’t at war.

Sadly, there are 4-year-olds in Yemen
today who will never see their fifth
birthday. About 1.2 million children
are living in active conflict zones,
meaning that a stray bullet or rocket
could end their life at any moment. It
is estimated that a child in Yemen dies
every 10 minutes—the length of my
speaking today on the floor, every 10
minutes—from a lack of food or dis-
eases that can be prevented with ade-
quate medical care, including vaccina-
tions.

Overall, the United Nations esti-
mates that no matter what we do at
this moment—no matter what we do—
250,000 Yemeni people will die within
the next year due to malnutrition, de-
hydration, and by diseases like cholera.
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That is astounding and horrible—
250,000 people in addition to the esti-
mated 60,000 people whose lives have
been cut short due to bombings and vi-
olence.

If you are having trouble picturing
250,000 people, it is as if a fully loaded
jumbo jet crashed every day for a year
and then kept crashing, one per day,
until late August.

If these dire circumstances don’t
change soon, that number could reach
10 million people by this time next
year—10 million people. It is astound-
ing. We should all feel a sense of ur-
gency about the United States playing
a positive, not a negative, role in stop-
ping this.

I want to say again that 10 million
people could die from a combination of
famine, dehydration, and disease. That
is like the entire populations of New
York City and San Antonio being
wiped off the map.

We simply cannot sit by and let this
humanitarian disaster continue. I was
pleased back in March when the Senate
passed the bipartisan resolution to di-
rect the U.S. Armed Forces be removed
from hostilities in Yemen. I have sup-
ported this resolution since the very
beginning, the first time it was on the
floor. It has been gaining momentum,
gaining more and more support from
the Senate, and I am thankful that it
finally got to the Senate.

Unfortunately, the administration
chose to veto the resolution and allow
the suffering to continue.

Taking action to end this suffering is
more than just the right thing to do; it
is our moral obligation as fellow
human beings. That is why I am calling
on all of the Members in the Chamber,
all of the Members in the Senate to
stand together to override the veto and
end the U.S. support for this conflict.
We need a clear strategy on how to
take an active role in deescalating the
conflict and addressing the accom-
panying humanitarian crisis.

We should be leading the inter-
national response—leading the inter-
national response and working with
international partners to find a solu-
tion, not contributing to the problem.

We should be supporting peace talks
that involve all parties, all of which
are contributing to this horrible, hor-
rible humanitarian crisis.

We know who not to blame for all of
this—those scared and hungry 4-year-
olds who have spent every day of their
lives just trying to stay alive. Can you
imagine how their parents are feeling
about this situation that their children
are in as well?

Ending this conflict and humani-
tarian crisis is where we should be fo-
cusing our policies and our political
might.

I will be voting to override this Pres-
idential veto, and I encourage every
Member of the Chamber to join me—
join us, together, in doing the right
thing. It is time to do the right thing
for those 4-year-olds, for all of the peo-
ple in Yemen who just want to be able
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to feed their families, send their chil-
dren to school, have a safe home, and
be able to carry on with their lives.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate resume legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

——
REMEMBERING DOMINIC DIFRISCO

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, in 1962,
the airline Alitalia sent a young man
named Dominic DiFrisco to Chicago to
help with publicity for its inaugural
flight between the city and Rome.
What was a temporary assignment be-
came a life decision for my friend
Dominic. He found a home in Chicago
and, in the decades following, became a
champion for Chicago’s Italian commu-
nity.

On Sunday, he passed away at the
age of 85 after a life of celebration, sto-
ries, and love. There are so many sto-
ries of Dominic helping people that
they are too numerous to count here. If
you grew up in Chicago, you Kknew
Dominic.

For decades, Dominic was the most
recognized and vocal supporter of
Italian Americans. Dominic was born
in 1933 in the Bronx of New York City
to Leoluca and Antonina, immigrants
from Sicily. He graduated from Ford-
ham University in 19556 and began his
career in public relations. His career
was defined by building bridges be-
tween the public and private sectors.

His color commentary, with his vast
knowledge of Chicago-Italian history,
was a staple during the broadcast of
Columbus Day parades. He helped
make sure other ethnic groups and
Jewish Holocaust victims had roles in
the Chicago Columbus Day parade. He
was a man of stories. He always had
one for any situation, and Columbus
Day will not be the same without him.

If you travel a few blocks north of
Taylor Street’s Little Italy in Chicago,
you will find Our Lady of Pompeii, the
oldest surviving Italian-American
Catholic Church in Chicago. It has been
an anchor to the community since 1910,
but in 1993, the archdiocese announced
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it would close Our Lady of Pompeii.
That didn’t sit well with the locals, es-
pecially Dominic. He joined the effort
to resurrect the church, which con-
tinues to serve the community today.
Our Lady of Pompeii calls him a found-
ing father.

Dominic was president emeritus of
the Joint Civic Committee of Italian
Americans, and he created and hosted
the annual Dante Awards. More than 40
journalists have won Dante Awards for
their work answering Dante Alighieri’s
call to be ‘“‘no timid friend to truth.”
Dominic was no timid friend to anyone
he knew.

Dominic was a great friend. He was
always helping people whether it was a
smile, a kind word, or his latest rec-
ommendation for an Italian restaurant.
His stories were legendary, but his
whole life was an extraordinary story.
A few years ago, Dominic accepted my
invitation to attend a joint session of
Congress featuring the Prime Minister
of Italy. It is fair to say that many of
those in the Capitol that day were as
impressed with Dominic’s passion for
life, his stories, and his hopefulness for
the U.S.-Italian relationship as the
speech itself.

In a Chicago restaurant called Gene
and Georgetti’s, there is a table that
was Dominic’s. It was his court, and
now, sadly, it is quiet. To his wife
Carol and the DiFrisco family, Loretta
and I send our sincere condolences.

———
CHOOSE MEDICARE ACT

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise in support of the Choose Medicare
Act, which would strengthen the Af-
fordable Care Act and help reduce
healthcare costs for all Americans.

This commonsense bill would create
a public healthcare option based on
Medicare that would increase choice
and competition in the Affordable Care
Act marketplaces, including Califor-
nia’s state exchange, Covered Cali-
fornia.

I would also allow the Secretary of
Health Human Services to negotiate
drug prices under Medicare, increase
healthcare subsidies for middle-income
Americans, and allow the federal gov-
ernment to block unreasonable health
insurance rate increases.

The majority of Americans support
expanding healthcare choices to
achieve universal coverage and lower
costs for everyone. However, too many
Americans are still unable to afford a
private plan that covers the care they
need. The Choose Medicare Act would
fix this by creating a public health in-
surance plan that would compete
alongside private insurers in the indi-
vidual and group insurance market-
places.

Known as Medicare Part E, the pub-
lic option health plan would offer com-
prehensive coverage and all of the ben-
efits covered under traditional Medi-
care. Every doctor that accepts tradi-
tional Medicare would also be enrolled
as a provider for the public health plan,
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